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Sir: 
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FOURTH SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT U 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.56 and in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§1.97-1.98, 
information relating to the above-identified application is hereby disclosed. Submission 
of this statement is not to be construed as an admission that any of the documents 
submitted herewith are "material" to the examination of this application or the 
patentability of the invention, as the term "material" is defined in 37 C.F.R. §1. 56(b). 



PH2 151825vl 02/05/03 



-1- 



ATTORNEY DOCKET: 40426.04501 

PATENT 

Specifically, submitted herewith are a photocopy of the International Search 
Report for Patent Cooperation Treaty application PCT/US02/1 9294 which is closely 
related to the instant application and which claims priority from the instant application, 
and a photocopy of the International Search Report for Patent Cooperation Treaty 
application PCT/US98/19464, which is directed to the Applicant's basic low pressure 
dryer for which the instant application represents a number of important improvements. 

In accordance with §1. 97(b), since this Information Disclosure Statement is being 
filed before the mailing date of a first office action on the merits of the above-identified 
application, no fee is required. 

Copies of each of the documents listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 are 
enclosed herewith. 

All of the patents listed on the two enclosed International Search Reports have 
already been submitted to the United States Patent and Trademark Office in one or 
more of the prior information disclosure statements submitted for this application. 

Applicant further notes that one of only two documents listed on either of the two 
search reports submitted herewith, which is characterized as an "X" or a "Y" reference 
and therefore is viewed by the International Search Authority as having some relevance 
to the patentability of this invention, is applicant's prior U.S. patent which issued from 
the U.S. application which was a counterpart of PCT/US98/19464, noted above. 

The other document which is characterized as an "X" or a "Y" reference is a grain 
storage facility having no capability for below ambient pressure drying of granular or 
powdery material, which is a key aspect of the apparatus and method aspects of the 
invention as claimed in the instant application. 
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We respectfully solicit a prompt, thorough and favorable examination of the 
instant application. 

Please charge any deficiency or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 
50-1943. This form is submitted in duplicate. 



Fox, Rothschild, O'Brien & Frankel, LLP 
2000 Market Street, 10 th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
Tel: 215-299-2135 
Fax: 215-299-2150 
email: cquinn@frof.com 



Respectfully submitted, 





CHARLES N. QUINN 
Registration No. 27,223 
Attorney for Applicant 
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